The Joy of Giving: Scripture References

Genesis 14:18-20
Abraham is the first tither.

Genesis 28:22
Jacob makes the first ‘pledge to tithe’.

Exodus 35:4-36,7

Moses conducts the first ‘capital campaign’ to obtain the means to build a
‘house of worship’. Note in these verses the frequent reference that giving for
the building of the tabernacle was done by those whose “hearts were moved’ or
in whom ‘the spirit was willing.” Proper giving is an act of worship which
comes from deep within us.

1 Chronicles 29:14-16

King David turns over the building of the temple to Solomon. After a
successful gathering of freewill offerings from the leaders of Israel, his prayer
of blessing acknowledges that God is the source of all we have.

Proverbs 19:17
For those who give to the poor, a divine promise of repayment is made.

Malachi 3:8-10
A challenge to test God's promise of overflowing blessing in return for the full
tithe.

Ecclesiasticus 14:3-16
The Apocrypha addresses miserly behavior and makes recommendations for
proper enjoyment and the responsible use of wealth.

Ecclesiasticus 35:8-13
What to expect as the result of generosity and cheerful giving.

Luke 6:38
The teaching of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, about giving and what to expect in
return for giving. Is there any greater authority we need to look to?

2 Corinthians 9:6-13

St Paul's reminder that God does not seek hostile givers, and that generosity is
appreciated and repaid in order or us to maintain an appropriate level of
generosity to the glory of God.
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Almighty God,
Creator of all that we are and all that we have;
Teach us to be ever thankful
for all the abundance of your blessings;
and give us the grace to use our resources wisely
in the building and nurturing
of Christ’s mission here in Rome,
that the community of St. Paul’s may be strengthened
and the nations may see your love
working in and through us;
in the name of Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever.
Amen.
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